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Overview 
 Historic Impacts and Bi-State Compact 

 TRPA Land Use and Water Quality Regulations 

 Environmental Improvement Program 

 TMDL and 2012 Regional Plan 

 Sustainability and River System Perspective    



 Logging -- 1800s 
 Building boom – 1950-60s 

 filling wetlands 
 altering river processes 
 not including conservation measures 

in development 
 Road construction/vehicle 

emissions 
 Recreational impacts 
 Erosion 

Historic Impacts to Tahoe 



South Lake Tahoe   1939 South Lake Tahoe   1992 

Harmful Development Practices 





Threat of Continued Development 





Bi-State Compact 

 1969: Visionary 
legislation  
established TRPA   

 1980: Compact 
amended; Thresholds 
and a Regional Plan 
required   



Threshold Categories 
 Vegetation 
 Recreation 
 Water Quality 
 Soils/SEZ Conservation 
 Fisheries  

 Scenic Resources 
 Air Quality 
 Noise 
 Wildlife 

 



Land Coverage Limitations 
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Growth Limitations 

  Existing 1987 Regional 
Plan Remaining 

2012 Regional  
Plan Allocations 

Potential Total 

Residential 46,962 1,075 2,600 3,675 50,637 

Commercial Floor Area 6,403,893 407,842 0 407,842 6,811,735 

Tourist Accomodation Units 11,947 390 0 390 12,337 



 Acquired over 8,500 parcels late 1980s 
 90 % of land area now in public ownership 

Land Acquisitions 



Water Quality Regulations 
Best Management 
Practices (20 year/1 
hour flood) required for 
all new and existing 
development in Basin   





 $1.6 billion invested since 
1997 in multi-agency 
restoration program 

 Public funding diminishing, 
more public-private 
partnerships encouraged 
 
 

Environmental 
Improvement 
Program (EIP) 



TMDL SOURCES 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Urban Upland + Atmospheric 
87% of Fine Sediment 
53% of Phosphorus 
71% of Nitrogen 



 Catchment level 
solutions 
 Fine sediment loads 

range from less than 
44 to over 168 
lbs/acre/year 

 Water quality 
improvement projects 
in highest load 
catchments have four 
times positive impact  
 

 

TMDL Approach 



Nevada Senate Bill 271 

 Served as a catalyst for Bi-State 
engagement 

 Focused attention on completion 
of Regional Plan by 2012   

 Contained provisions to preserve 
the Compact if actions occur 



Top Three Priorities of the 
Regional Plan Update: 
1. Accelerate water quality 

restoration and other 
environmental improvements 

2. Help create walkable, bike-
able communities 

3. TRPA focus on regional issues 
and transition to more local 
government permitting 
 



Transfer of Development Rights 
  

    

Residential Development 
Right (Limits Total Amount 
of Development) 

Land Coverage (Limits 
Impervious Surface 
from Development) 

Residential Allocation 
(Limits Pace of 
Development) 

Residential projects 
must have a right, 
allocation, and 
coverage 



Transfer of 
Development 
Rights: Sending 
Areas 



Transfer of 
Development 
Rights: 
Receiving Areas 

Kings Beach 

North 
Stateline 

Incline Village 

Meyers 

South “Y” 

-High Density 
  Tourist District 
  (Casino Core) 
-South Shore 
  Regional Center 
-Lower Kingsbury 
 Town Center 
-Ski Run Town 
 Center 

Tahoe City 



Clearly Linking 
Land Use and 
Transportation 



Walkable, Bikeable 
Redevelopment 
 Scenic Improvements 
 25% Traffic Reduction 
 19% Reduction of  

Impervious Coverage 
 Stormwater treatment 

form 6 acres of urban land 
 Mixed Uses, Shared 

Parking and Coordinated 
Transit 

Before: 

After: 



Area Plans and Delegation 

• Plan & Code Consistency 
• Expands Existing MOU 

System  
• One Stop Permitting for 

Most Projects 
• Single Entity for 

Inspection and Code 
Compliance 



Climate Change and 
Sustainability Action Plan 



US Bureau of Reclamation 
Truckee River System Study 

 Analysis of climate 
change and impacts 
to 2099 

 Partners: 
 TRPA 

 PCWA 

 TMWA 

 TRFMA    



A New 
Planning 
Paradigm 

Regional Plan 

Monitoring, Reporting, 
Other Information 

Regional Plan 
Amendment 



A New 
Planning 
Paradigm 

Regional Plan 

Monitoring, Reporting, 
Other Information 

Regional Plan 
Amendment 

Area Plan 

Area Plan 
Amendments 

Monitoring, Reporting, 
Other Information 

 
 
 



A New 
Planning 
Paradigm 

Regional Plan 

Monitoring, Reporting, 
Other Information 

Regional Plan 
Amendment 

Area Plan 

Sustainability 
Action Plan 

Area Plan 
Amendments 

Monitoring, Reporting, 
Other Information 

 
  
 
 
 



A New 
Planning 
Paradigm 

Regional Plan 

Monitoring, Reporting, 
Other Information 

Regional Plan 
Amendment 

Area Plan 

Sustainability 
Action Plan 

Related Plans 
and Projects 

Area Plan 
Amendments 

Monitoring, Reporting, 
Other Information 



Thank you. 
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