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WBRP Partners 

Local 

• City of Yerington 

• Lyon County 

• Mason and Smith 

Valley Conservation 

Districts 

• Mineral County 

• Mono County 

• The Nature 

Conservancy 

• Trout Unlimited 

• Walker River 

Irrigation District 

• Walker Lake Working 

Group 

Tribal/State 

• Walker River 

Paiute Tribe 

• Yerington Paiute 

Tribe 

• Desert Research 

Institute 

• Nevada 

Department of 

Wildlife 

• Nevada Division of 

Water Resources 

• University of 

Nevada, Reno 

Federal 

• Bureau of Indian 

Affairs 

• Bureau of 

Reclamation 

• U.S. Board of 

Water 

Commissioners 

• U.S. Fish and 

Wildlife 

Foundation 

• U.S. Geological 

Survey 



The National Fish and Wildlife Foundation 

(NFWF) is a federally chartered non-profit 

organization established by Congress in 1984 to 

further the conservation and management of the 

nation’s fish, wildlife, plant and habitat resources 
for present and future generations. 

National Fish and Wildlife Foundation 



Walker Basin Restoration Program 

Reverse Walker Lake’s decline by finding balance between the 

interests of landowners, water-user organizations, Indian Tribes, 

local, state & Federal Governments & agencies & non-profits.  

 

Water Acquisitions to increase freshwater inflows to the Lake. 

 

Three-year water leasing demonstration program developed and 

administered by the Walker River Irrigation District (WRID). 

 

Research, evaluation, modeling and decision support activities  

 

A conservation and stewardship program focused on land 

stewardship, water conservation, alternative agriculture, 

watershed improvement and establishment of a local non-profit. 

 

Funding from Bureau of Reclamation under Desert Terminal 

Lakes 



Walker River Basin - 

California and Nevada  





1882 Lake Elevation- 4080 ft 



Current Elevation- Approximately 

3919 ft 



Water Acquisition and Storage Water Leasing 

• NFWF has completed 10 Water deals to date –  

– 47 cfs 

– 5,200+ AF Storage 

– Additional Assets, ground water, land, etc. 

 

• Walker River Irrigation District (WRID) Water Leasing 

– Floodwater Forbearance Program (2011) 

– System Improvements 

– WRID  and NFWF signed an agreement to proceed with the $23 million 

Storage Water Leasing Demonstration Program. 

• Third party appraiser contracted to establish a storage water value.   

 

• Mono County Resource Conservation District (RCD) initiating 

baseline studies for water leases and acquisitions in California.  



Permanently Protecting Water to Walker Lake 

• Application to NV State Engineer 

Office (NSE) to change the 

purpose and place of use for all 

acquired water rights 

 

• First hearing with the NSE in 

October 2013. Currently waiting 

for final ruling 

• Successfully negotiated a 

conveyance agreement with 

the Walker River Paiute Tribe 

• Agreed to Stipulation with 

WRID 

 



No Water Acquisition Program - Walker Lake Historic and 

Simulated Storage and TDS, Baseline 



Hypothetical Water Acquisition Scenario - Historic 

and Simulated Walker Lake Storage and TDS 
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Walker Lake Salinity Effects on Key Indicator Species
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What does this mean for agriculture and the 

community? 



Conservation and Stewardship 

• As of March 2013 - 1,600 acres of Program acquired land were 

donated to the Nevada Department of Wildlife including  over 

three miles of river and upland wildlife habitat. 

 

• 2013 irrigation season there were six re-vegetation sites (four 

of which were on land donated to NDOW) for a total of almost 

800 acres actively in re-vegetation. 

 

• NFWF is funding work on ditch consolidation, redesigning 

diversion take outs, piping ditches, etc. 



Local Activities: 

• Money spent locally in Yerington and Lyon County 

 

• Leases/deals with local farmers and ranchers 

 

• Walker River Improvements Project – with Farr West 

Engineering 

• Sedimentation challanges 

 



*Numbers as 

of 09/2013 



Farming/Ranching Business Transactions 

$161,704 

NFWF has had agreements and transactions with approximately 10 

local ranchers and farmers in the Mason Valley community. 

 

Transactions Include:  

• Grazing and farming leases 

• Alfalfa (harvesting, production, sales) 

• Equipment and field work 

• Hiring of laborers 

• Irrigation and ditch maintenance (direct contractors or through 

the Mason & Smith Valley Conservation Districts) 

 



Sustainable Agriculture Demonstration Project 

• NFWF entered into a demonstration pilot project with Peri & Sons 

Farms 

–  Peri & Sons bought 360 acres of land and primary ground water 

from the Program 

 

• Converting land from alfalfa to onions and eventually leafy greens 

 

• The purpose of the project is to evaluate water conservation 

measures and economic viability related to various crops in 

Mason Valley 



Questions/Comments 

 




